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A Modern
Mix
Classic details warm up a
builder’s own contemporary home.

FREE In-Home Estimates!
Full Remodeling Services Available

LaFata Cabinets offers full
remodeling services in addition to
providing beautiful hand crafted
cabinetry for your home.

Visit our new and improved website
for inspiration and ideas!

www.lafata.com
6KHOE\7RZQVKLS:HVW%ORRPÀHOG
1.800.LAFATA1
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hen Justin Friedman decided to build a home,
he didn’t have to look far to assemble his dream
team — he was one half of it.
Friedman, owner of design and build firm HM Homes
in Royal Oak, is part of a third generation in the business:
His father, Steve Friedman, is owner of Pinnacle Homes in
Bloomfield Hills, with whom the younger Friedman got his
start.
“I like architecture; I like details; I like things lining up
properly,” says Friedman, who launched HM four years ago.
“I love running the end product over to a client and seeing
them be so excited about it.”
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For his own project, he first recruited Alexander V.
Bogaerts + Associates in Bloomfield Hills for architectural
plans. Then, with the help of Carrie Long, designer and
owner of Carrie Long Interiors in Royal Oak and Friedman’s
longtime go-to for clients, he customized those plans with
precision and passion.
“I wanted it to have a really timeless feel, a classic feel,”
Friedman says. “But with cool elements, like a New York
City loft. I think one of the things we do best is our simplistic
finishes — we try to use the best product, but minimally,
and with livability in mind. I think that’s where we really succeeded here.”

“He’s very involved, of course; but he loves when I bring
him cool, new ideas,” Long says. “Then together, we push
it as far as we can. Whenever he comes into my office with
something in his hand, I know we’re going to do some pretty
amazing work.
“I want people to live in the homes I design,” Long says. “I
want them to entertain. I really value space planning. If size
and scale are laid out well, it makes all the difference.”
Friedman, with his fiancee, entertains often, and comfort
was a priority to the couple. “I come home and I think, ‘this
is a really great house,’” Friedman says. “We can live our lives,
have friends over. And it’s a hell of a marketing tool.”
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ABOVE: Friedman’s brother, Brad, came up with the idea for the glass doors, allowing views into the den from the foyer; along with Long, they worked with
metalsmith Richard Gage, owner of Richard Gage Design Studio in Hazel Park, to create them. Long found the vintage school chairs at an antiques shop — once
slicked with yellow paint, they were refreshed with black paint and wool upholstery. On the wall, an old framed chalkboard was also scooped up by Long. “I
stash treasures I’ve found while traveling and living abroad and wait to give them the right home,” Long says. “I’d had this one for about 15 years.” Often, one
of Friedman’s many artist friends will doodle a temporary masterpiece while visiting. “It’s got constantly rotating art,” Long says. “Or people will come over for a
party and leave a note. It’s a great way to interact in the home.”
PREVIOUS PAGE: Friedman brought in hand-hewn beams for the ceiling to incorporate a rustic feel, but kept them semi-coffered to keep the look clean and
modern. Long echoed the planks in the Lee Industries chair frames and again in the lines of the oil-rubbed bronze curtain rod and the black-painted window
frames. ”Because you see the backs of the chairs when you enter the room, we wanted the furniture to have architectural elements to it,” Long says. “It’s got a
mid-century vibe to it, but updated.” A woven wool rug was finished with a leather border, and the limestone fireplace is also a clean take on a traditional design.
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ABOVE: To create the mix of traditional details with a modern feel that Friedman wanted in the master bath, Long brought in a free-standing
claw-foot tub and heated Carrara marble floors. She designed the floating walnut and painted-maple vanity, topped with quartz and built by
John Morgan of Perspectives Custom Cabinetry in Royal Oak, to add a bit of warmth. “The bath contrasts with the black details throughout
the house, so when you walk in, it feels very airy, like a spa,” Friedman says.

continued on page 46
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ABOVE: The contemporary white and glass of the
kitchen are warmed up with a walnut island, built
by Perspectives, and walnut interior frames lining
the white-painted maple cabinets. Quartz tops the
countertops and the mitered island; Long chose
accent lights over the windows rather than pendants
to enhance the light flow.
FAR LEFT: Ship lap planks wrap around the powder
room for a minimalist take on paneling. A Jerusalem
limestone vanity floats across the wall; a wall-mount
faucet and hammered-copper sink make the most of
limited space.
LEFT: The French farmhouse-style dining table by
Grange is lined with circa-1920s hand-carved chairs
that Long had repainted and recovered with indooroutdoor fabric. The painting, by Aimee Cameron,
seems an abstraction of the delineating lines of the
black-painted frames of the window sashes.

Do you have a home you’d like to share with
the community? Contact Lynne Konstantin at
lkonstantin@thejewishnews.com.
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